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FN this uncertain world we are ever Hable 
* dor meet with awful, chan "Our days on 
earth 1 41 4 2 and. there” 7s none 
, Mans apoſtate © ture 1 "born "Unto 
trouble, as the ſparks” fly) upward. Burning 
l cannot ſend forth ſparks ſo numerous, 
of ſo quick ®and®Tonſtant in their fuc „ 
as, che Afflictions of our mortal ſtate. See, ow 
high:they: riſe, how wide they ſpread, * 10 their : 
influence reaches to every ſtage, every Various-. 
condition, and every diſtinct ng of hum 
ne 3 
wwe of looking thro? 4 train 
5 ces; that we know- not what - 
a day may bring fort. Hence it comes to pals, - 
that every unexpected event hath to us the 
aAppearafice 6f novelty. And Tt. any event be 
fudden and awful, calamitous and: diſtrelſing, in 15 
; tion to its nevelty, who; 1 can avoid at. 
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him, Thi he Was * 8 2nerous- and 
obliging friend and neighbour. He had been 
aboat twenty five years, I hope Þ may truly 
ſay;!a worthy! communicantin'this church. Me- 
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And revenge, of pride and eavy. Fs 
tetmined, at any rate; to rob Abner of F all Bis 
enrthily:* power and grandeur.” and Pico larly 
x his growing intereſt at Du vid's © court, "and 
in David s friendſhip. In e erpe | 
ſuch a robbery, * Fer 
_ Abuer a private ſtab. This was s loog altes 
by David, in lang mirably 
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0 eg [Uitable 4 prince As David himſelf to puniſh 
Reg to his deſerts. © Every generous mind 
muſt therefore feel for, David, When he was 
obl iged to ſay, 1 am this day weak, the) anointed 
king; and Theſe men, the ſons of Zeruiui be "too 
Hard for me. The Lord 4 
evil according to his wickedneſs. . 
It müſt however, have been not a 1 mY mor- 
 rifying to. Joab, when he heard the deſcription 1 
of the manner of Aöngr's death, given by David _ 
in the text. It was telling Joah to his face, 
that inſtead of bravely d with Abner, over- 
coming him in à fair combat, and” detainiig 
him as a pri oner, with his hands bound, and his 
. feet put into -fetters; on the "contrary, he had 
treated Abner * 3 N reateſt infuſtice and 
cru in every re [pert o diſbondürable 
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ature of, in, 48. it's 8 ee our 
Its, ever... noe he, firſt ax man 
= ens, , From -within, ſays the, Holy Jeſus, 
out of the heart. , -. men,., proceed., evil... 1 houghts, 
adulterits,: -forications,.: mur tiers, thefts, covetouſ- | 
| vickedneſs,. deceit,, +; laſciviauſneſs,. an evil. Oe, 
Apen, ** ide, fadlifh meſs ; al. th e/e . evils, come 

as, any of, th i- 
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ties relate to, our outward. deportment. only, e 
nay perhaps. think, ourlelyes, . and. be thought 
y ethers, to. he - Irreproachable. - But can any 
ge of us lay. Our Non, dur breaſt, and 
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ſeriouſly Ne what G0 | amiclt. 
repreſented. as ſeeing in- the- inhabitants. of. "the 


old world; hat every. imagination of the thoughts 5 
ef man Agony was only evil continually ? * Do 


we recollect, how the ſame divine teſtimony 1s 

awfully De after the flood bad deſtroyed 
a world of ſinners, that he imagination of man's 
: Lee is evil from his youth ?. i When Solcmon aſks, 
who can ſay, 1 have mode my heart. clean, T am 


pure from my fin? 1s-not the inquiry. well cal- DR 
eulated to promote, in every man, the meſt im- . 


e „ lie en auer and 


clock with 43 ps cannot ano; Fg one 7 75 a 
' thauſand.” If we really diſcern the plagues of 
our own hearts, we ſhall fee an admirable pro- 


- priety in David's penitent reaſonings and pray- 15 8 


ers, when he ſays, I thou, Lord,  ſhouldeſt mark 

 iniquities : O Lord, ue ſhall -fland ?.* Who: can 

on rey nin 5 erer ? ene e me from ſecret. 
- faults. ? 

WL 9 We every. one. of us feel our indignation riſe 
againſt a robber and a murtherer, and it is a 
zuſt and generous indignation, | But do we per 
ceive our indignation riſe againſt the evil thoughts 
and vile inclinations of our own hearts? We 


wiſh to have the hand of publick juſtice free 


ſociety from ſuch plagues, as robbers and mur- 


therers. But is it our frequent prayer to ae 
. e 0 be . Fa. "nw Plague 
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. * our on . 5 When 8 2 and as 
nnn Jeruſalem, brought to Chriſt a woman 
HH Zaken in adultery, and artfully tempted him to ſay, . 
that ſhe /tould be ſtoned, that they might have to 
Wl. accuſe kim; our Lord made this convincing ap- 
_ peal to their conſciences : He that is without in 
among you, let him firſt caft a ſtone at her. And they 
which heard it, being convitted by their own con- 
© ſerence, went out one by one, beginning at the eldeſt, 
E i eben unto. the laſt. 1 On the contrary, when Mr. 


Bradford, an eminent martyr, in the bloody ali 135 


of Queen Mary, ſaw a malefactor going 
Tyburn, he humbly adored the . beine "i | 
grace of Gop, to which, ſays he, it is entirely 
_ owing, that John Bradford is not in that man's 
Condition.“ While we are pleaſed with the 


c 905 having the life of a robber and : 5 


murtherer ſacrificed to the peace and ſafety ot 
ſociety; let us, at the ſame time, earneſtly de- 
fire to have our moſt ſecret ſins appear to us, 

as the greateſt of evils, as the very plagues 
«which: threaten our immortal ſouls with eternal 
oo e wWe To and be converted. * „ 


. 5 15 ens of affliction may heal. us to 
il ” peflect on the vanity, which attends human 
2 085. even in its moſt eee ſtate. | 


{Like our d f PTY till a very Raw mi- 
nutes before his death, we may be in health 
and vigour of body and mind; every deſirable 
comfort on earth may ſurround us; our worldly 
affairs may proſper. But; by ſome evil acci- 

dent, or ſome inſtrument. of wickedneſs, which 
e So | Cy e 


1 John viii. 2-9. Acis iii. 19. 


we coul not poſſibly 3 and i in a moment 5 
we thought not of, all our enjoyments, and 
even life itſelf, may be taken from us, and n 


mortal wiſdom, care, or integrity, be able to 
prevent it. In this view of our ſtate and con- 


dition, we are obliged to aſſent to Soloman's con- 


_ cluſion, as perfectly ſeaſonable and unexcepti- 5 
onable, and under the full force of conviction, 2 
to cry out, Yamiy of. vanities, vanity. of. vanities, 


all is vanity ! We can even make David's 


important addition to the humbling reflecti- 


On, and ſay, Verihy, every e at ws tele Pete \ 25 5 


i 9 Dani ! 
_ Alas! our reflections, tho? juſt, are apt to 1 


Ks 


come too late. We are prone for a long time 
to ſhut our eyes, when they. ought. to be always _ 
open. Ho inſenſibly are we led to truſt, in 
mortal life, and its precarious comforts, tho as 
. moveable as the waves of the ſea! This or 
that ſhocking event may draw from our lips 


the cry of vanity, while in the prevailing temper 177 


of our minds, we may be of their number, 
whoſe inward thought is, that their houſes ſhall - 


continue For. ever, and their dwelling. places 33 
generations. FEaſily may we approve our Lord's [ed ts 


deſcription. of the rich fool, and as readily join 
in condemning ſuch folly; but at the ſame time, 
may be ſecretly ſaying to our own Soul, Soul, thou 
| haſt much goods laid up for many years; take 
thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry; not conſi- 


dering that Gop may ſay, even, to us, ye fools, 


ius night, or this morning, or this moment, 


your foul ſhall be re wired . of you: then. whoſe a | 


5 | 1 . OE be wW hich "oa 8 5 provided het 


s Reelef” 3 i. _ 1 1 $3 Plat xxxix, I | 
JEV 2 x1, ' 9. 20. 


— 


Under: 


13 underſtood this, that they would confider | 
end! For us hath Moſes dictated that neceſſary 


| With David feat 284.16 Cob, 35 nes 
are in thy hand; he rejoiced to think that es 
lite ons all His comforts were entirely at the 
5 52 of unerring wiſdom, almighty . 35 
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Use all our Mes and g; We on 
paſſions are yearning over us, and the Spi 


die Lord is ftriving with us. TO us is that 5 
voice of mercy as applicable, & it ever was to. 


Tfratl of old, O that . they were wiſe, - that they 
heir latter 


Petition, as well as for Hrael, Lord, fo teach us 


1760 number our Jays, That e Wwe. nd 50 ad hearts 
1 Ante e „ 8 1 


0 . 5 
ee our obligations to divine Pro- 


Let vs, on Ae ati: t cha 


and comforts. a8 
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unchange able 109 and grace. 


- - own hand, as 3 5 as the Rand 'of 81 beſt earth- 
5 FT Friends,” utterly | Inſufficient for ſuc 


h a truſt. 
nd as for the hand of any enemy, he ſaw, 


5 by faith, its abſolute impotence to do any thing 


againft him, except whit his' Gov, His W neu 5 > 


ſes, ſee fit to permit or appoint. Thus. His 1 
pirit was reconciled to, and made triumphant 


cer, every thing that he at any time Wh 
N 2 the hHand of violence and cruelty. There- 
fore he 


| W a from The wickid, * is N ae 


rayed in faith, Ariſe, O O Lord, deliver 


* 8 vi. 1 „„ Doi: X2zxii. 29. 
Pg kaun * 12. * Werl. The 
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© Videnoe, for the continuance of our Bres 1 


1 fore by fauh he bore e curſes, 


- Pee nen, 1 are 118 handy 1.0 l The 


Tar him: alone, WWE; let him curſe, far the 
Led hath hidden him. © 7 
If we are continued in the cent poſſeſion 

of every enjoyment. of life, we have fo much | 
5 the more need of holy caution, leſt our treache- 
& themſelves: into felf- aide 2 


and ſelf-applauſe. Then the (proſperity of fools FE 
Jhall deſtroy them, when to the diſhonour of Gov, _ 


- _ to the cheriſhing and ſtrengthening: of their 
wn pride and ingratitude, the offer en 


| re ſacrifice unto their net, and burn incenſe e 


| their: drag; becauſe by them their portion is fat, 


and eg meat Plentecus. Certainly, if our Ives 


and comforts are continued, it is infinitely more 
owing to the gracious. providence of Gop, than 
to any wiſdom or prudence, any activity or di- 


| ligence, any induſtry or integrity of our . mn. 
How perfectly ſuitable to the precarious, depen» 


dant N feeble ſtate and condition of mortal 
life, is that apoſtolical advice; Go to. now, ye 
iat ſay, to-day or to-morrow, cue 0110 ge inio ſuch 


4 city, and continue there a year, and buy, and fell, - 


and get gain. Whereas ye know not what 7 | 

Je on the morrow+s far what is your Ii life? It is 

even a vapaur that "appeareth for-a little lime, 2 5 ̃ 

then vamſheth away. For that ye ought to Joy, 
. #f the Lord with wwe ſhall live, and do this, or 

Hat. With - what humility does an inſpired 

| | Prophet teach us to. prior 7 -O Lord, I know 


r the "way of man is not. in himſelf, it is not 


: yu Way wane” * to direct hos "O00" And 


os: FP ho 


» Palin xvii. 13. 14; | „ Sam. xvi. 11. 
d. Prov. 1. 12. 7 jo -, Hab. i 4. 46. 7 
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| op a pres 5 7 as mal be for his glory, 
and for our ſpiritual and eternal welfare, 'he ; 

Arect our paths." He will make every thing work 

ig 7 for our good. He will guide us vit th 
mu counſel,” and e receive us to glory. =, 
Never have the changing ſcenes; of . 1 
5 been filled with ſuch praiſes and thankſ. 
__ givings, as when Gop hath been moſt. humbly 
and devoutly acknowledged in every thing, ane 
Huis promiſes moſt Nora depended upon- Seer 
cghis in David, and let us admire and imitate. 
b did, it is Gop that performeth all. 
„ Ang for me. I will both lay me: down in peace, 
3 2; and ſleep ; for ee Lord, 25 makeſt me dwell in 
08” - Bleſs the Lord, O my. foul and all 
tat is whim me, bleſs his. hal. name." "Bleſs. ane. 
Tord, O'my ſoul l and forget not all his benefits. 
. forgjvett, all thine iniquities'; who healeth all 
5 thy diſeaſes; ;* ho; redeemeth thy life from deftruc- 

5 5 0 tion; 20% crowneth thee with loving-kindneſs and 
tender mercies; who ſatisfieth thy mouth with good 
- ade; Jo that re e * eee t the 


9 ; kg | 7 3 925 


+ Tho? 1 N aficio 3 is very grievous, 
ve may be comfortably affured, that every 
- fincere: chriſtian hath a- treaſure, which no 
robber can take away; and a life, _ 
no murtherer can e 8 
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N Chi for pO 0 oe” 0 trates the 
ſincerity of his repentance and faith by new, holy 


ie and perſevering obedience. Such a fincere Chri- 1 
tian is the voiſe man, whom our Lord repreſens 


4 and deſcribes, which built his houſe upon a rot;, 
Aud the rain deſcended, and the floods came, and the 


_ winds blew, and beat upon that houſe, and'it. 


| fell not, for it was founded upon a rock. Wile, 


indeed, not only to build upon a rock for t 


| 0 dility, but in the height of Heaven ifelft - 1 


os Every true chriſtian lays up for himſelf theaſures 
00; Heaven... where neither moth nor ruſt doth cen. 


Ou rupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 7 
. » Far from being exempted from the moſt 


1 calamitous and diſaſtrous circumſtances incident 
to this mortal ſtate, it may even happen to the 
true chriſtian, that other men may moſt un- 
jiuſtly and cruelly Kili his body, but, with all their 
rage and malice, they are not able to kill tus 
foul. * The nobleſt fe of a true chriſtian 7s hid. 
with Chriſt in Gop; and is therefore ſafe, not 
merely from mortal men, but even from devils. > 

| Tho' Satan was a.murtherer from the beginning; 
and tho', as 4 roaring lion, he walketh about, ſcełk. 
ing whom he may devour, © eſpecially amongſt the 
ſincere diſciples of Chrift ; yet all his moſt ſub- 
tle and powerful efforts mall be rendered abor- 
tive, and he himſelf ſhall finally. be triumphed 1 
over by the feebleſt of Chriſt's humble followers, | 
To have ſuch an unequal combat iſſue in ſuch 
Victory, may, to an eye of ſenſe, ſeem the moſt 
ea OO Ns Rong” in "OM Worley” But the; divine 


8 —_ C Mat. v vii. Pg . e Mat. vi. 20. . 
4 Mat. X. 28. FT 
5 John | vill, EA 2 ä 
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ncere 3 have ee alfurance given : 
3 chat, as tue captuint of Ifrael inſtructed 
by Jaſua, put their feet upon the necks of the 
kings of the canaanitiſh nations, in token of 
compleat victory over them; ſo the Go of mo” 


all bruiſe. Satan under their feet ſortiy.“ 


In the preſent caſe, there is peculiar pleaſure 


in thinking what good. reaſon we have to hope, 


that the ett ſpirit of our deceaſed friend | 


is now, by the hand of violence, only a little 


ſooner. and more ſuddenly poſſeſſed of 3 
riches, and of eternal life and glory. 
Such lively hope in the blefſedneſs o his. 


ſeparate ſpirit, is perfectly conſiſtent with dur 
Llamentaticn over our own loſs, and the occaſion 


of it. Well may our hearts bleed, to think of. 
8 infatuation and deluſion of a fellow. mortal, 
for the imaginary gain of a trifle, to barter away 
body and foul; his own preſent and eternal 
_ happineſs, and ſpread anguiſh and ſorrow 
thro” a family and a neighbourhood ! What 
madneſs is in the love of money, to force every 
l feeling: from the heart, and fill it with 
all the horrors of cruelty and blood! How 


blinded. is che eye of reaſon, when violence and 
wrong, injuſtice and oppreſſion, are made uſe 
of to ſecure peace and repoſe, and as the moſt 


probable. cxpedients for the ſupply of every 


want! Lord l what is man? that he ſhould 


ever diveſt himſelf, at this rate, of humanity it- 


ſelf, and become a rival with the moſt ravenous | 


the brutal creation! While blood cries for 
PRs Tet us mourn and lament for the 
5 „%%  murtherer, . 


Jolla, he „ © Row. : xvi. 20. 
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Wo . 


W not to let any death kindle in your 

HPreaſts ſuch keen reſentment, nor excite 

ſuch deep concern, as the death of. I 
5925 rd Jetus Chriſt for our 9 5 5 


e fone: lately 30800 wines town oC e 
in our deteſtation of a murtherer, and in expref-. 
fling our juſt and generous concern for. our mur- 


thered friend. Would to Gop there had been 


23 general and cordial a deteſtation of our own 


and the 


ſins, by which we have every 


* 


one of Us. mur 


thered "and crucified the Lord of glory !* Chriſt” 
was wounded: for bur W Th Was bruiſed = 
for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our Pence Was 


upon im. All we, like ſheep have gone aſtray; 

w0e have turned every one to his. own finful way, 
.ord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 

all. He poured out his ſoul unto death. He bare 


5 Fe. of mam. Our ſins againſt a holy Gop, 


have really done that, which 


ly charged upon 


mediate murtherers 


and crucifiers of Chriſt, ba be ted n 
of them to their faces: Him, being delivered 3 


the determinate. counſel and forcknowledge of Gow, 


ve have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
and ſlain, Unſpeakably happy ſhould ve each 
© — us be, if, like thoſe ml of Chriſt's pe- 
a Et nitent 
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and ety the e . ch pre our 5 
owti- ſins, and with the deepeſt ſorrow for out 


Ley - crucified Lord and Saviour, we were each- f 


us crying out, what ſhall we do? Happy for 
us beyond expreſſion,” if we ſo repent every one 
ef u, as to anſwer the deſign of our having 
been baptized in tue name f Teſs Chriſt, and 
thereby obtain the remiſſion of ſins, and inheri- 
tance among them which are fantiified, by Faith that 
is in this blefled-Redeemer !1* May Gop deliver 
us from their inconceiveable miſery, who, having | 
'  erneified io themſelves ine Son of Gov "afreſh, and 
255 lim 1 an open ſhame; ſhall then be found 
mong the impenitent and chriſtleſs, When Chrift 
Hol come with clouds, and every eye ſhall" ſee him, 
and they alſo «which pierced him, and Ov 3 705 
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6. Tho“ Joy may cem to os e baniſhed 5 
from ùs by the Preſent diſtreſs,” yet in this 
let us even now rejoice, that n 
- grace of Gop in Chriſt, there is forgiveneſes 
d arne life, for the greateſt of 8 18 2 N 


* 


9 8 25 = Þ N 


All . boch Sans and* 3 require 
hat A: murtherer. ſhould not live. It is awful : 
to obſerve, in the ſacred hiſtory concerning Jab, 
0 tho', after murthering Abner, he added 1 
Bis guilt the murther of : Amazor, another of the 
ee captains of the hoſt of Hrael; yet we 
never read of any penitent concern, which Foab 
ever wan Were e . ſuch enor- | 
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he ever 1 70 10 9 3 5 8 CE 
in the fight. of. Gov. On the: contrary, 
David. himſelf. Was convicted of . . 


murther, his repentance Was 28 truly: eq no 155 


3 his crimes had been dreadfully aggravated. 
No ſooner had the royal penitent made his 


humble confeſſion, I have finned againſt tue Lord; © 
but the prophet Nathan: ſaid unto him, the Lord: Dl hs 
' alſo hath put away: thy ſin; thou. falt. . 
Such was the glorious extent and efficacy 
. grace, even under the Old Teſtament. 
This is well accounted, for in the New/Teſta» 
ment, where the acceptance and ſalvation c . 
every: ſincere. penitent, in whatever age or nation} 


I ever ſince the firſt a oſtacy of man from Gop;; 
is abundantly proved to be 
1 of the meritorious ſufferings and death, 


and prevailing. mediation: and interceſſion : of - 2 / 1 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. With peculiar 1 Sex 1 


he therefore be ſtiled, the. Lamb ain 
1 oundation of. the: world... . 5 5 


As the Goſpel is good: tidings. of Many . "by ; 
may we apply its 5 DS 
particular declarations. of pardoning love and. © 
| grace, and conſider each of them as a diſtin - 
- and inexhauſtible fountain of joy _ uhſpeakable — 
. : lory, With 5 5 n Pease 7 
e have thouſands of praibent ſinners, read or heard 
tthoſe gracious and heart-reviving words of the 
compaſſionate. Jeſus! | Al fins. ſhall be forgiven _ 
wy the. Jos: a. men, * 1 wee „„ 


5 fo, with chearful confidence, 
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' . - Ghrift gave all the Prophets bes e that thre. 


bis own happy exper 
85.4 faithful ſaying, and tworthy of all ace; 
that + Jeſas Ciriſ came into the <orld to Jave fin- 
hers; of. mom I am chief.* Or what the 


that aur joy may be full when he teſtifies,” that 
the blood of Jeſus Chrift the ſon of God. cleanſeth 
us from all fn. And, that if we tonfeſs our fins, 
Soy it carne and juſt 40 ee 1 our fins, 


2 and able words, fuch heal "Oo 
„ tuch wells of ſalvation, ſuch” rivers of pleafi re 
and delight, ſuch -dawnings and foretaſtes of 
1 _ Joy, how have, ns Penitent and contfite 
_ DEE and ſtren ed! how have their 


nn 


\  niſhed! how has light broke in and ſeattere 
the deepeſt forrows been relieved, and changed 
deadly wounds of the heart been healed” up, 


* reſtored+to- perfect ſoundneſs! Thither 5 x 
go, with joy and con 
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ee n 


do the utmoſt of our capacities and opp: 


them whoſe characters and con 
e * Without 


Rs te. Hal. of them 
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name ene believeth in him ſhall. receive - 1 


niffion of fins.* Or that, to which Paul adds 4 
experience! when he fays, This | 


ö ation, . 5 


| Joyed Foks writes, with this profeſſed defign, 5 


choughts been ba. 
dle thickeſt darkneſs. 6f -the ming 1 low bare 
for overflowing joys! how have even the moſt 5 
5 dente, under all the -Batk 
_ nels, diſeaſes; and guilt of out own ſouls. And, 


let us there apply: for our fellow-ſinners, pong 
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bean E "ic had N his chef deſire ax 
thou that ne 3 Chrip, | We 3 


5 be: 1% lim io live was Chrift, Lond conſequently | 
: 55 that ,to him. 2% dis mdr gain. We 
. s ſuddenly. entered” on that gl ory, for 1 

ny. years. preparing; „ and 


K. ” grace he was 


. 4 nat he is now reaping the bleſſed fruits of all 
— repentance and fait 


his watching and 
his ſelf-denial and cireumſpect walk; 
ine love and. holy „„ 
ee r. Beſt now offer his © parting advice. 
of us, 0, how. earneſtly, would. he c 
entreat us, not to live one 
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| | | | grounded 1 — 5 
-* that we. ave. ee F 
EEE are pardoned, thro the blood of the Lord eſus 
„n iſt; that our hearts and ves are ſand hed 
by the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit; k 
© and. that we are looking and labouring more 
IE 4 things s eternal than temporal, for heaven than 
= rth, for the. meat which endureth unto everla 0 1 
Fee, than Tr. the meat which. Peri . „ 
5 "Could Mr. Beſt once more give cou inſel to 
dis ſons, how would eyey.. word be mingled 


8 . with his tears and blood! 


all his hopes conc erning 1 onal 0 


= Fer to be ſo violently torn from their embraces, 


tly.to leave them, encompaſſed with 
enemies, how would love and zeal, 


cious to before; 
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"and Eternil [> give. ſuch life e to every ex- 5 


with them, t let brat, 


have been all poured out over 


and ſuch a death. You have thouſands who 

Pity you, and mourn with you, and for you 5 

do uch univerſal ſympathy 1s. abſolutely Ye 
unable to heal your wounded hearts, or even 
Wipe away your tears. But you have one coh- . 
185 ties in reſerve. If four ſuch brothers. hal! 
1 e walk as the” 0 of I as | the 3 


0 « bent times! Ho 1004 he import 


beſeech, and ſolemnly charge” them, ſtill 2% 23 
e the wrath to come, by flying to the Lord'Jelus  -— 
Chriſt! How vehemently would he Warn them e 
ahgaiaſt an enſnaring world, againſt the company Hg 
| | againſt every | 
| thing that hardens the heart, ſtifles convictions, er 
puts death and eternity at adiſtance'! With Wat 
ſſeriouſneſs would he recommend a life of cou 

verſe with Gop, in devout. meditation and: pray- 


and converſation of the ungodly, 


er! How would he ſtrive, with all his might, to 


_ increaſe their love to Gop and Chriſt, ſtreng then © 
their reſolutions for ſtrict godlineſs, fix in 5 
attention, more than ever, to the word of Goo, 

and join th 1 in cloſer and more intimate friends. 
ſhip with the people of Gop! How would all! 
the bowels of a father yearn over them, and 
every tender, melting conſideration be urged es 
iy love continue, and to e 


their utmoſt to be helpful to one another in 


all their temporal concerns, but eſpecially i in IP a bo 


5 which belong to their ſouls and eternity. 


Never, I verily believe, have four bro jers, | ; 


in the maturity of manhood, and under heavy 


_ affliction, felt more tenderly, - or lamented more "RE 


affectionately. Your very ſouls, b dear friends, 
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| K. e 250. Hh parents. 1 were ns 
—̃ berions piety, was born at Kidderminſter, November. 
5 . 270%, an the: next morning after the great av 4. 
| At his eath he wanted five months to com leat his ry. 
eiglril year, Tho“ he was fo. far advanced in life, Vet 
: he ſtill retained a large meaſure of firength. and activity, 
Poor many years he had been accuſtomed to walk from 
| his: own houſe, at Caldaball. Mill, near Kidderminſter, to 
| | Bewdlty-Markes, every Satu#day, about three meaſured Miles, 
Pte in a publick and very pleaſant foot-path. On” the ©; hth 
„ 5 of June, 1771, being Saturday morning, he went rom 
1 his own houſe as uſual; about. half after nine. His »% 4 
do Berwdley led through = field, where a thick hedge o 
his right hand e from him the view of her 
a and more frequented foot-path that lay through an ad- 
: _ Joinin field ; both which paths ſoon after unite. . In the 
faid field he was about mid-way between Kidderminſter and 
1 and upon ground ſo much elevated, a8 to have 
an extenſive proſpect of the ſurrounding country. The 
Murrherer was met between that and Kidderminſter, by 


a man coming from Bewwdleyy but a little while before 
Mr. Bei came thither. 1 it appears, the Murtherer —_ 
linge „ till Mr. Be Dad Fey him, and then imme- 
. diately following Me Beft,, knocked him down with the 
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head. It nevertheleſs appears, that Mr. Bet got hold 
of the bludgeon, nor ccufd the Murtherer e fiis full 
IE; of it till he had cut. Mr. Bees hand with 4 
knife, and then, after repeating his blows; he cut is- 
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8 +; 6 
1 = then 5 47 told him, that he waited 
upon | without any defire to hear a confeſſion of his 
_ crime, nor had any authority to alk it; bat that all bis 
deſire was, to convince: him of the omniſcience of G Gon, 


- the impoſiibility of concealing any part s hag} Fog guilty tem- 7 


per and conduct from the eternal | ik ſolute 


7 


lie to Gop, in order to his. fincere repentance and 'well- 


unded hope of divine forgiveneſs through a Redeemer ; 
2 if ever he became a real penitent, there would be 
no need to aſk him the circumſtances of his late crime, 
- but be wont freely and without the leaſt diſguiſe lay 
Open all aggrayations of his injuſtice and cruelty be- 
8 bie 1 with the deepeſt ſelf-adhorrence ; 


that he would be far more grieved and diſtreſſed, for Jo 


his fins againſt Gop, than for any ſhame or miſery which 
bis Gos. brought upon him in the ſigbt of Men. He rea- 
diy acknowledged the propriety of ſuch ſentiments, and 
that he now ſaw their trüth and importance more than 
_ever. He again defired prayer, that Gop would give him 
_ Gacere, repentance and faith. It was pleafing. to ear Bs - 

again and. again expreſs ſo good a defire, And it muſt 


WT allowed, that his religious education had laid a foun- 


dation for mack more knowledge. of divine things, than 


18 uſually to be 1 with in 1 i of ſoch an aban- 
doned character. Would to Gon, this Narrative, could. 


_ -eonclude with repreſenting. the genuine evidences of His. 
fincere converſion, though at the eleventh hour ! Nothing 
In the world would have afforded more. general ſatisface. 
tien, and: eſpecially to his mourning, relatives. 
He was viſited with great compaſſion and ofiduity 7 
-the Rev. Mr, Mathews, the Curate of Maler mi. 
Bis removal to Worcefter Fail. His conve ance thither 
was in a fort of Horſi- Litter, on account of | his remaining 
| weakneſs, 'occafioned by the wound in his belly. 
| Before the Aue came on, he confeſſed to the Ordinary, 


1 Rev. Mr. Taylor, that he he had no accomplice in the mu- 


ther... Yet in the courſe of his trial,' on Tueſday, Tuly 


the fixteenth, he denied that he had any hand, either in 


= 'warther, or robbery, contrary. to the ſtrongeſt” evi- . 
of ſo many witneſſes upon oath. One of them 
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infter, 4 
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1 on 3 Ee: * 
= witneſs had paid the Tad. piece, with, other caſh, to 


Mr. Bef's ſon, on the Thur/day evening before the mur- . 


ther; 4 the ſaid ſon alſo teſtified, - that he had paid 5 
| fame piece to bis father, Mr. Bee, the ſame evenig 
_ Two Large; witneſſes declared, that they. found the blad- 
geon hid in the hedge, about three hundred yards 8 


the place, 1 the murther Was committed, and near 


to the very 8 where Chila, while he was in cultody 
at Kiddermin er, had given direction to the magiſtrates 


to ſeek it. The carpenter | alſo, out of whole top the. + 1 


Muri lerer had taken the bludgeon, teſtified that be 2 
= the very morning when the murther was committ 

d that it exactly correip ded” to another part of it, 
| which was left behind in his ſhop, - and from which the . 
. Murtherer had, unknowi! ng to the carpenter, divided. it 
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with a ſaw.” "Another witneſs" teſtified; that having. been : 8 


'. Child*s ſchool-fellow and intimate friend, he went to ſee 
him hk or four days after his attempt to murther * 
ſelf, and that he then ſaid to Child, * Friend Jack, I 
18 — 7 after Mr. Bet was dead, yon thought every 
«buſh or tree that moved, was in purſuit of you, and 


* that if you could have reſtored bis life to him again, 


« you would have given all the world.“ Upon this, 
ca ſmote his breaſt, and cried out, O Gov ! if 7 a2 
ten thouſand wvorlds,. 4 avould give t them. all to my one hour” 
_ oe ich I had before. 28 

His fentence was, to be hanged at the county ton 
and his body to be diſſected and anatomized, 


more than two hours before the honourable Judge Afton, 


and 4 crouded court, with amazing confidence and un- 
concern, and received the awful ſentence of death, and 
the ſerious and pertinent addreſs of his lordſhip, without 
any apparent alteration of countenance or ſpirits. When 


the bladgeon, with which Mr. Be was knocked down, 


was produced in coyrt, , he did not ſeem to be at all 
affected with the fight of it, but very compoſedly declared, 
he neuer ſaw it before though, as hinted above, it was 


found by his own: direckion, near the place Where the 


murther was committed. Juſt after ſentence was 5 


on him, he boldly aſked the judge, to the ſurpriſe. af 55 5 


all that heard it, Vis was to have the m money. that wat 
ound upon him, when he was T ? His lordſhip 
_ anſwered, *©* that. no one had any right to it, but the 
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mii Mr. atlizs, towns elerk of Xidderminfler, and one 
eee coroners of the coutity,. delivered it to the late 
%o CY on, * 
eee gallows, on Ther/aay, Juh the exghteenth, and the 
diet morning his body was taken to Worcefer Injrmary : 
for diflettion. Thomas Bourne, whom Child: had falfly g 
cee of being an accomplice with him in the fail 
_  _.  murther and robbery, was diſcharged from jail on Monday, 1 
be 3 was preſent to ſes his execution, == 
dach of Mr. Be? having. lodged no indiflmient = 5 


- againſt him. 


The Rev. Mr. Taylor, the Ordinary, in his letter, da- 
ted Jul 21, 1771, ſays concerning the unhappy Join 
een, © His behaviour after fentence, and at execu» - 

tion, was very decent, and feemingly devout. I daily 
| . - * © viſieed him ever fince he was in priſon, almoſt ſpent 
tte whole day with him on Widuc/day, and on, Ter /gat 
|  - * from between /ever and eight of the clock, till he fuf= 

\—____ ferec, was wholly with him in reading, prayer, and 

the moſt prefling exhortation. When he related to me the 
„„ * horrid deed, jult before he left the jail, it was accompa« 
| - < nied with a flood of tears, and an ardent defire to be re- 
' coneiled to the family of the decea/ed, and was ſorry that it 
as not in his power to make any farther atonement to 
them, than by acknowledying his guilt. At the gal. 
los he acknowledged both the murther and robbery,” - | 
and exhorted the by-ſtanders to take warning, and to 5 _ 
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+ be careful how they, broke the Sabbath; to avoid bad 
F- % houſes, and gaming, as well as bad company, Which 
dad been the cauſes of his untimely end.” 
*.- . "The writer of a paper, inſerted in the Vorceſter Journal. 
Fab 18, 1771, and figned, Bewdley, D,  fays on this 95 
Heccaſion: It ſeems natural to deſire and hype, {from 
e the above circumſtances, that the juſfices, magiſtrates, 
aud conſtables, will more than Ever exert themſelves, 
. with peculiar zeal and vigilance, to diſcover and ſup« 
“ preſs all diſorderly publick houſes, as they ate bound 
o do by the nature and deſign, of their offices, an 
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their authority, to ſuppreſs cockings ; det merely. be. 
e « 'caufe they are inhuman, a reproach to a chrifian na- 
tion, eſpecially to its magiſtracy; but becauſe" they are es 
t the ruin of many perſons and families, and the ſources _— = 
 _- of fraud, violence, and cruelty. It is alſo much to 
de wiſhed, that the clergy, and all parents and maſters, _. - 
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dat this time, and at all times, with thoſe committed © 
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